
Managing animal manure in a fire ant biosecurity zone

As of 1 July 2016 the Biosecurity Act 2014 (the Act)

and the Biosecurity Regulation 2016 (the

Regulation) will come into effect.

There are three fire ant biosecurity zones in place to

control the movement of fire ant carriers. To view a

map of the zones, visit www.daf.qld.gov.au/fireants.

The Biosecurity Regulation 2016 outlines

management techniques you must follow when

storing and moving animal manure from a property

within any of the three fire ant biosecurity zones.

You must follow these management techniques as

outlined in this factsheet unless:

• the material is moved directly to a waste facility

(zone restrictions apply); or

• the material has been at the property for less

than 24 hours.

If you are unable to fulfil these conditions, you

must request a biosecurity instrument permit

from Biosecurity Queensland by calling 13 25 23

or request online at www.daf.qld.gov.au/fireants.

Management techniques

Appropriately storing animal manures will help
reduce the risk of infestation by fire ants.

Storage

If the animal manure will remain on the property for

more than 24 hours, you must use the following

storage options:

• off-ground and covered, or

• on-ground and covered, either on:

o concrete or bitumen (no cracks)

o a barrier that cannot be penetrated by fire

ants (e.g. 200 micron unperforated plastic

sheeting)

o compacted ground (other than sand) that

has been treated with an appropriate

chemical product before storage.

Treatment is required around the entire

on-ground storage area by applying a 30cm wide

strip of appropriate perimeter treatment, such as

insecticides containing 500g/L chlorpyrifos or 80g/L

bifenthrin.

Keep the treated area free of material that could

form an untreated ‘bridge’ to the manure.

For insecticides registered as a horizontal or

perimeter barrier for fire ants, refer to Australian

Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority

(APVMA) permits, www.apvma.gov.au. PER14718

(expires 30 June 2019) and PER14317 (expires 31

December 2016).

Insecticides must be used in accordance with the

conditions of the APVMA permit and in conjunction

with the product’s label.

Keep a record

You should keep a written record of the steps you

have taken to ensure the animal manure is stored

correctly, including chemical treatment records.

These records should be kept for a minimum of two

years.

More information

Biosecurity Queensland conducts free training

sessions to assist with the identification of fire ants

and movement control requirements.

Visit www.daf.qld.gov.au/fireants or contact

Biosecurity Queensland on 13 25 23.


